
Housing Advisor – March 1, 2017 – Rent Overcharges  

 

How can I find out if I’m being Overcharged for Rent?  Ramon, Astoria  

 

If you are a Rent Stabilized tenant or a tenant who has been informed that you are no longer 
under Rent Stabilization your first step would be to call the Division of Housing & 
Community Renewal (DHCR) at 718-728-7820 to obtain a Rent History for your apartment.  
DHCR will mail the rent history to the address and apartment number that you are calling to 
inquire about. If you go to DHCR in person you need to show proof of address and apartment 
number. 

Owners must register the Legal Rent of an apartment on an Annual basis with DHCR, this is 
called the Annual Apartment Registration.  That is the information that DHCR uses to produce 
the rent histories that are given to a tenant once it is requested.  Please note that a landlord is 
supposed to provide the current building tenants with a copy of what is filed with DHCR.  In 
some cases mistakes are made and should be corrected.  

Than based on what you learn from the Rent History you might decide that you want to file an 
Overcharge Complaint with DHCR.  You will need to fill out DHCR forms RA89/RA89.1  
You might need assistance in filling out the form, you are encouraged to make an appointment 
with the Housing Staff  at Central Astoria LDC and the staff can review the rent history with you 
and advise you on filling out the DHCR Overcharge form.  

In addition to overcharge issues some landlords have a number of violations on their buildings, 
you can find out what violations have been cited for a building by going to www. nyc.gov/hpd 
and filling in HPDONLINE: Building Information.  

For more information call Central Astoria at 718-204-1049. 

 

 


