
Housing Advisor – June 7, 2017 – Housing Court  

My landlord is bringing me to Housing Court on a Holdover Petition, what does that mean? Ian, 

LIC  

The three most common types of cases that are heard in Housing Court is the Non-Payment 

proceeding, the Holdover, and the Housing Part Action.  Landlord initiated actions against 

tenants can be Non-Payment proceedings or Holdovers.  A Holdover is an action brought against 

a tenant for a reason other than failure to pay rent.  Tenant-Initiated actions include the Housing 

Part Action (HP Action) and the 7A Petition.  These actions are brought by tenants in response to 

conditions in the tenant’s apartment or in the building.  

The Holdover is an eviction action, in which a landlord seeks to regain “possession” and use of 

an apartment from a tenant, brought against a tenant for any reason other than non-payment of 

rent.  For example, the tenant is a nuisance; the landlord wants the apartment for his or his 

family’s use; the tenant refused to give access to the landlord in order for the landlord to make 

necessary repairs, etc.   

The Non-Payment Proceeding is an action, where the landlord is asking the Court to grant him 

payment of back rent or other legal charges that the tenant has allegedly failed to pay.  The only 

time that an eviction will be ordered in a Non-payment case is if a tenant fails to make any 

payment to a landlord that has been ordered by a judge.  

The Housing Part Action (HP Action) is a lawsuit brought by tenants against landlords to force 

the restoration of services and/or repairs that need to be made to the individual apartment and/or 

the building.  

Tenants can make a 7A Petition to the Housing Court when the landlord has deliberately failed to 

maintain the building, has been grossly negligent, or has otherwise been unwilling or unable to 

properly manage the property.  In this situation the tenants are asking the judge to appoint an 

Administrator to take over management and operation of the building in place of the landlord.  

When a 7A Administrator is appointed, the landlord is forbidden, by order of the judge, to collect 

rents, assess rent increases, rent out vacant apartments, evict tenants, or have a hand in the 

operation and management of the building until the landlord can prove to the Court’s satisfaction 

that he is willing and financially able to resume management in a responsible and professional 

manner.  

For more information contact Central Astoria LDC at 718-204-1056. 

 


